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brought, and a company of Brahmans or priests were
summoned, who crowned and anointed the stranger as
king of Huga, the vacant throne of which Duryodhan
had the right to bestow upon whom he wished. c c What
return can I make for your royal gift ? " asked the new
monarch, whose name of Kama had been announced
during the ceremony. " Your friendship is all I ask
in return/5 was the eager reply of the prince, whose
chief desire was to see Arjun humbled as soon as
possible, but who did not know that the new champion
was a half-brother of the hero whom he was so ready
to fight. Karna extended his arms in loving friend-
ship, Duryodhan embraced him warmly, and thus
was their friendship sealed.

Then a strange thing happened. Karna turned
from the glittering company of princes, held up his
hand, and a charioteer, dusty and weary, dragged his
feet across the arena. To this man the newly-
crowned king bent his head in lowly reverence, as a
dutiful son makes obeisance to his father.

" Is he the son of a base charioteer ? " thought
Bhima, and in his scornful anger he forgot his
princely courtesy, and said aloud, " A cattle-driver's
goad would suit his hand better than the sword of a
monarch." Karna heard him but did not speak.
He sighed heavily and raised his face towards the
sun, and he seemed to those about him to be as one
who prayed in silence. But his new friend, Prince
Duryodhan, took up the challenge, upbraiding Bhima
for his unworthy taunts, in the eagerness of his
hatred speaking words of the truest and deepest